Village of Misenheimer
Council Meeting - Community Building
February 11, 2019
Council Present:

Michael “Frizbee” Herron, Mayor
Jeff Watson, Mayor Pro Tem
Micah Edquist, Finance Officer
Mike Burrage

Staff:

Anita Blair, Administrator/Clerk
Erik McGinnis, Police Chief
Visitors: Wil Huneycutt, CPA
Mike Riemann

Council Absent: Peter Edquist
1. Call to Order: Mayor Herron called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.
2. Moment of Silence: Mayor Herron requested that a moment of silence be observed.
3. Ethics Statement: Anita Blair read the Ethics Statement asking if any Council members present may have any
potential conflict(s) of interest or any known or perceived conflict(s) of interest related to the meeting Agenda
presented. None were noted.
4. Introduction of Visitors: Mayor Herron welcomed Wil Huneycutt and Mike Riemann.
5. Approval of 2/11/19 Agenda: Mike Burrage moved to approve the agenda as presented. Micah Edquist seconded the
motion and it was approved 4/0.
6. Approval of 1/14/19 Council Meeting Minutes: Mike Burrage moved to approve the 1/14/19 regular session Council
meeting minutes as presented. Micah Edquist seconded the motion and it was approved 4 /0.
Micah Edquist moved to approve the 1/14/19 closed session Council meeting minutes as presented. Mike Burrage
seconded the motion and it was approved 4/0.
7. Public Comment Period: Mike Riemann reported that a tree on the Falcon Trail has fallen into Curtail Creek. Debris is
stacking up against the tree creating a dam. The problems are occurring on the housing side with water rising near the
shed of the John Lefler property during times of heavy rain. This flood plain matter needs to be addressed soon.
8. Audit Report Presentation & Acceptance – William R. Huneycutt, CPA, PLLC – Wil Huneycutt, CPA, distributed copies
of the FY 17/18 audit and reviewed for the Village Council. He reported an unmodified opinion which is a clean opinion
meaning there were no material findings or misstatements. He pointed out that the unassigned fund balance for the
General Fund was $455,852 or 77.5% of the total general fund expenditures for the fiscal year which is well above the
required 8%. Mr. Huneycutt highlighted the LEO separation allowance of $58,818 reported under long-term liabilities as
net pension liability. This figure is determined by an actuary valuation which fluctuates with the market. If the market is
good, the liability drops. This liability is down $33,716 from last year. It is a potential future liability but nothing that can
actually be paid. Total fund balance in the General Fund is $600,221. There was a fund balance decrease of $81,422
primarily due to the Gladstone renovations. Capital assets were $479,009 at year end.
9. Review Unaudited Financial Status at 1/31/19 – Micah Edquist presented the financials at 1/31/19 as follows:
General Fund
Powell Bill Fund
Carolina Thread Trail

$ 445,992
$ 84,147
$ 8,131 (Grant #2) Trail Acquisition Grant (Village, Richfield & New London)

10. Budget Focus/Priorities FY 19/20: Sidewalks, police salaries, and future Gladstone plans were the primary topics of
the budget discussion. A salary survey of the County municipalities was distributed to Council. Misenheimer police
officer pay was substantially behind our municipal peers in the county. Chief McGinnis suggested having two levels of
police officer pay, one for new and another for experienced police officers along with possible longevity pay at 5 and 10

years for retention purposes. Council suggested getting the lowest paid position of tenured police officer up to our
closest peer which is Stanfield. Percentages were suggested for the administrator and chief to assess and evaluate the
overall payroll liability.
11. Police Report – January, 2019: Chief McGinnis reported the following: Total traffic stops-120, total charges-93,
vehicle crashes-0, arrests-3 all felony warrants. Chief McGinnis reported that truck speed and traffic stops were down.
Micah Edquist left at 7:22 pm.
12. Gladstone and Community Building Grounds: Anita Blair reported that upon recent evaluation from CCD, Inc. dba
Underwood’s Tree Service, the large oak tree on the corner of the Gladstone property was in worse shape than originally
thought. Last summer, David Underwood of CCD, Inc. had suggested trimming out the dead wood during the winter to
try and save the tree a few more years. Mr. Underwood submitted a quote to completely take down the tree and one to
trim out the dead wood. Council did not make a decision regarding the tree.
Council discussed getting the Community Building lawn damage repaired; however, no discussion took place regarding
reimbursement on the damaged the property.
13. Other Business: Anita Blair reported that the Village email has been moved to another server. Once all issues are
resolved, she will train all employees and Council members on the new email access and features.
Anita Blair reported the following Closed Session minutes should be amended to reflect NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5) Property
Acquisition for the purpose of the Closed Session rather than NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4) Economic Development:
August 13, 2018
September 10, 2018
November 12, 2018
The October 8, 2018 Closed Session minutes should also be amended to add Property Acquisition NCGS 143-318.11(a)(5)
as an additional purpose of the Closed Session meeting.
Jeff Watson moved to amend the minutes of the above closed sessions to reflect the correct statute. Mike Burrage
seconded the motion and it was approved 4/0 with Micah Edquist being counted as an affirmative vote.
14. Closed Session to Discuss Economic Development and Property Acquisition Pursuant to NCGS 143-318.11(a)(4)(5):
Jeff Watson moved to enter into closed session. Mike Burrage seconded the motion and it was approved 4/0.
Mike Burrage moved to end the closed session at 8:14 pm. Jeff Watson seconded the motion and it was approved 4/0.
15. Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:14 pm.
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